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SUBJECT: CHANGES IN THE CHINESE COMMUNITY SINCE OCTOBER 1973 

REF: BANGKOK A-47 

BEGIN SUMMARY: THE EMBASSY RECENTLY COMPLETED A STUDY DESIGNED 
TO UPDATE OUR THINKING ON THE CHINESE COMMUNITY IN THAILAND. 

THE REFERENCED AIRGRAM CONTAINS THE LULL TEXT OE THE STUDY. WE 
ARE EORWARDING HEREWITH THE MAIN POINTS OP THE AIRGRAM'S 
SUMMARY. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN THE LAST FIFTEEN MONTHS IMPORTANT CHANGES HAVE TAKEN PLACE 
WITHIN THE CHINESE COMMUNITY IN THAILAND. POLITICALLY THE 
SINO-THAI ARE MORE OVERTLY ACTIVE; ECONOMICALLY THEY ARE 
NERVOUS AND PEEL PRESSURED; AND CULTURALLY THEY ARE MORE 
OPENLY CHAUVINISTIC. THESE DEVELOPMENTS ARE GREAT ENOUGH 
TO MAKE A PERCEPTIBLE IMPACT ON THE THAI BODY POLITIC. 
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2. POLITICALLY, THE CHINESE IN THAILAND HAVE FURTHER 
ENHANCED THE IMPORTANCE OE THEIR TRADITIONAL ROLE OE 
BACKSTAGE MONEYMAN AND KINGMAKER. MORE SIGNIEICANT FOR 
THE LONG TERM IS THE EMERGENCE OE A NEW CLASS OE CHINESE 
POLITICIANS WHO PARTICIPATED AS CANDIDATES IN RECENT 
ELECTIONS. CHINESE LOBBIED OPENLY EOR PARTY POLICIES 
PROMISING TO SECURE BENEFITS FOR THE CHINESE MINORITY. 

BOTH THE SCOPE OE CHINESE PARTICIPATION IN THE CAMPAIGNS, 

AND THE OCCASIONAL NEAR ELAUNTING OE THEIR ETHNICITY SEEM 
UNPRECEDENTED IN THAI POLITICAL HISTORY. 

3. THE DIFEUSION OE THE GOVERNMENT'S AUTHORITARIAN 

POWER EOLLOWING THE OCTOBER 1973 DEPARTURE OE THE MILITARY 
LEADERS, AND THE CONCOMITANT DISARRAY OF MOST OF THE 
TRADITIONAL POLITICAL GROUPINGS, INCLUDING THE ABSENCE 
OE A "GOVERNMENT PARTY", MADE MONEY ONE OE THE MOST 
IMPORTANT CATALYSTS IN MANY INDIVIDUAL CAMPAIGNS. AS A 
RESULT, OPENLY SINITIC AND SINO-THAI CANDIDATES DID WELL 
INDEED IN THE JANUARY 26 ELECTIONS. 

4. ECONOMICALLY, SOME OF THE WEALTHIER ELEMENTS OE THE 
CHINESE COMMUNITY ARE DISTINCTLY NERVOUS. EACTIONS WHO 
RECEIVED THEIR PROTECTION EROM THE THANOM GOVERNING GROUP 
HAVE EELT A SEVERE PINCH. MOREOVER, THE POLITICAL AND 
ECONOMIC UNCERTAINTY THAT CHARACTERIZED MOST OF 1974 
INDUCED SOME OE THE MORE JITTERY CAPITAL TO FLEE. 

5. THE RELATIVE CONEUSION PREVAILING WITHIN THE CHINESE 
COMMERCIAL AND BANKING COMMUNITIES, AND BETWEEN THESE 
GROUPS AND THEIR THAI POLITICAL PATRONS, ALLOWED THE 
EMERGENCE OE A NEW AND MORE VIGOROUS GENERATION OE 
CHINESE COMMERCIAL "WARLORDS". THESE NEW FORCES HAVE 
NOT COALESCED INTO THE INEVITABLE CLIQUES, AND UNTIL THEY 
DO SO THE UPPER REACHES OE THE CHINESE ECONOMIC ELITE 

WILL REMAIN UNCERTAIN AND UNSTABLE. DESPITE THIS INCLEMENT - 
HIGH ALTITUDE ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL WEATHER, THE 
SMALL CHINESE SHOPKEEPER HAS MANAGED TO KEEP WELL AHEAD 
OE THE INELATION AND OTHER ECONOMIC PRESSURES. 

6. THE MINI-RENAISSANCE OF CHINESE CULTURE AMONG THE 
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CHINESE IN THAILAND IS PERHAPS THE MOST SIGNIFICANT 
CHANGE TO HAVE OCCURRED. IT HAS TAKEN THE EORM OE A MORE 
INTENSE CONCERN EOR TRADITIONAL CHINESE CULTURAL AEEAIRS 
AND GREATER ATTENTION TO THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OP CHINA. 

THE INTEREST IN THE PRC STEMS FROM PRIDE IN THE GOVERNMENT 
OP THE MOTHER COUNTRY RATHER THAN APFINITY EOR ITS 
IDEOLOGY OR LIFE STYLE. THE INTEREST IN BOTH THE PRC 
AND THE MORE TRADITIONAL "CONPUCIAN" CHINESE CULTURE 
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RELATES DIRECTLY TO THE WEAKENED CONDITION OE THE RTG 
WHICH USED TO SUPPRESS SINITIC CULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND 
PROMOTE THE ASSIMILATION OE CHINESE INTO THAI CULTURE. 

IN THE ABSENCE OE VIGOROUS THAI ENFORCEMENT OE THIS OLD 
POLICY, CHINESE CULTURE HAS REASSERTED ITS BASIC 
STRENGTH. 

7.AN ERA OF RELATIVE TRANQUILITY IN CHINESE-THAI 
COMMUNITY RELATIONS COULD WELL BE AT AN END. IN ITS 
STEAD WILL BE AN ERA OE GREATER,MORE OVERT CHINESE 
ASSERTIVENESS OF THEIR ETHNIC IDENTITY. THESE NEW PRESSURES 
NOTWITHSTANDING, WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE COMMUNAL 
GULF IN THAILAND WILL WIDEN TO THE POINT THAT IT HAS 
IN MALAYSIA. NONETHELESS THE POTENTIAL EXISTS FOR THE 
PRC, THE REPUBLIC OP CHINA, AND THE SOVIET UNION TO TRY 
TO EXPLOIT THE SHARPER ETHNIC IDENTITY OP THE CHINESE IN 
THAILAND FOR THEIR OWN POLITICAL ENDS. 
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